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Villa ‘IJburg’ - plot 13

This design was done for an Amsterdam urban
expansion site where one specific area was designated
to have only floating houses. As with the other
dwelling for this same area, limitations in the building
outline were strict, forcing the design to be clear
and powerfull within these regulatons. Pushing
the regulations which only. allowed half’ of the top
storey to be used, this design quite literally took the
complete rectangular outline of the building envelope
as a frame in which transparent facades were placed.
Within the functions were
placed, defining where the glass paneling should

frame the several
be transparent or closed. The top storey still only
occupies half of the floor surface, but the white
frame now encloses the remaining outside terrace,

visually completing the basic and almost austere

volume. Within the frame, glass panels were used
with several slightly different colours, adding some

subtlety to the scheme.

Este diserio fue realizado para una zona de expansion ur-
bana de Amsterdam concebida para albergar Gnicamente
casas flotantes. Al igual que sucede con otras viviendas de
la zonga, las limitaciones en la construccidén eran impor-
tantes, obligando a que el disenio fuera claro y potente sin
dejar de respetar las normas. Exprimiendo al méaximo la
normativa, que solo permitia utilizar la mitad de la plan-
ta superior, el diseno adopto, literalmente, la disposicion
rectangular completa del revestimiento del eclificio como
marco para la instalacion de fachadas transparentes.
Dentro de ese marco se instalaron las distintas funciones,
definiendo aquellos lugares en los que los paneles de
cristal debian ser transparentes o cerrados. Aunque la
planta superior sigue ocupando unicamente la mitad de la
superficie del suelo, el marco blanco incluye actualmente
la terraza exterior. completando visualmente un volumen
basico y casi que podriamos decir austero. Dentro del
marco, se aplicaron a los paneles de cristal una serie de
colores ligeramente disuntos entre si, anadiendo un toque
de sutileza al diseno.
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The lower floor, which is partly beneath waterlevel.

contains the bedroom, a bathroom with sauna, as well
as some storage and a study-rooms. On the ground
floor, where the entrance is situated, two blocks n
the layout create an entrance hallway, and close off
the stairwell, leaving ihe rest of the surface almost
completely open. The blocks contain the toilet, storage
space, and kitchen equipment. The whole of the floor
is used as a large living-kitchen. On the upper floor the
volume containing the living-room was given a curved
outline, which give a litde playfulness to the otherwise
geometric appearance.
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Ground floor plan
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Basement floor plan




1. Kitchen
2. Hall
3. Toilet

1. Bedroom
2. Bathroom

3. Storage

4. Toilet

5. Space

6. Study room
7. Space

8. Sauna

9. Exit

1. Living room
2. Bookcase
3. Roof terrace

First floor plan |
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Villa “IJburg’ - plot 3

This plan was designed for an urbafi water-
development area in Amsterdam. Strict limitations
of the building envelope and 2,5 storeys, while
maximizing cflective floor space for the principal,
forced the designers to come up with a strong
architectural principle thiat organized the dwelling
with only modest means. The location at the end of
the pier, where the view should be focused on the
water while shielding oft the dwelling from adjacent
houses, provided the initial starting point.

The architectural concept comprises of two basic
shapes, filled in with glass panels. The main volume
is enveloped by a white stucco slab that runs along the
le storey Hoor, covers the entire back wall and roof,
forming a continuous line that frames the living area
and the open view. This simple vet elegant shape is
complemented by a second shape in wood formed by
the terrace floor and curving up to form the banister.
Together, these two simple gestures define a distinet,
almost iconic appearance.
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On the lower floor, which is partly below waterlevel,
three bedrooms and the bathroom are situated. The
ground floor is largely an open layout where only the
totlet and some storage space separate the entrance
area from the main space. Two large swinging doors
can be used to close off the hallway. A neatly designed
cupboard containing television is the only main element
in the open space. Behind this, two stairs lead to the
lower storey and to the working-area on the top floor.
The ceiling of the living room is made in the same wood
as the outside shape to really carry through the concept
of the two curved shapes making up the dwelling,
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La planta inferior; que se encuentra parcialmente por de-
bajo del nivel del agua, cuenta con tres dormitorios Y un
baro. La planta principal es, en su mayor parte, un espacio
ahierto en ¢l que solamente ¢l aseo v un espacio de alma-
cenamicnto separan la zona de entrada del espacio princi-
pal. El pasillo dispone de dos grandes puertas abatibles que
permiten cerratlo. El inico elemento principal presente en
cl espacio abierto es un armario bien disehiado en el que se
erfeuentra la television. Detras, dos escaleras conducen a la
planta inferior y a la zona de trabajo situada en la planta
supenior. El techo del salon estd hecho con la misma made-
ra que la forma exterior para dar continuidad al concepto

de las dos formas curvas que constituven la vivienda,

_ 4510+

1600+
LT

400+

_ waterpeil =0
0 =-300 NAP-{gem.— -
waterpeil)

_1200-

_1500-

Cross section

92






3 T
| { =
kastenwand | : ‘

Lo I : i P i S techn.
[ N [\ ruimte e | fi
| | I i

L1 . |-

]
I .

kast voor
wm/wd

First floor plan B G
| ERREN 'y |
| i T
| N
.

Second floor plan



. Bedroom 1 5. Kitchen
2. Bedroom 2 6. Entrance
). Bedroom 3 7. Living room

Bathroom 8. Toilet
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The top floor only occupies half the floor-surface.
creating a wide terrace where again the wooden decking
continues inside. When the large sliding doors are open.
inside and outside space blend together.
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