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With a crisis looming,
researchers all over Florida
are pursuing ways to

fight the disease.
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e Waters

A 2013 U.S. Supreme Court ruling could
lead to a first-of-its-kind floating home
develnumem in south Florida.

lands-based Dutch Docklands, a de-
veloper of floating homes

Founded in 2005 by architect
Koen Olthuis and hotel developer
TaslvandeCam Dutch Docklnds
hundreds of Moaing
Biiics & Holnd ot et o
ing to expand to the United States.
‘Barshbbelieved the high-court uling
created an opening for the company
o pursue a first-of-ts-kind floating
home development i south Florida.

It meant, for exa

other safety measur

dards” she says. “You also may be
entitled to a homestead exemption.”

Plans call for 29 man-made, pri-

Netherlands-based Dutch Docklands
‘wants to create a community.
rombosadof foat Esat N
the one in this rendering.
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Dutch Docklands plans to
build 29 floating homes on
private, man-made islands
at Maule Lake in North
Miami Beach. Each home
would cost an estimated $15
million and measure about
7,000 square feet (rendering
of one potential home).

The development would

be virtuallyself-sufficient in
terms of energy and utilities.
Plans callfor solar panels and
hydrogen power generators,
freshwater collection an
filtration systems on each
island and a private contract
for solid waste disposal

emergency responders

I3 Frank Behrens, executive vice president of Dutch Docklands, says
the target market s celebrities and wealthy foreigners who want
both privacy and proximity to downtown Miami
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wned marina
bors tld him not
h be-

Lozman, aformer Marine pilot and
software developer, kept a two-sto-
ry floating home.

The Category 3 storm struck
from the south, scattering splin-
tered dicks s oher g de

nto more than a dozen neighbor-
gﬂn.\(m[,hl\mc)

For years, Lozman had relished
the camaradcm, rmd convenience
ofliving on e Bay, especially

hi
Beach restaurants. ~Your speedboat
was tied up right outside your front
door. And you could enjoy the south
Florida water lifestyle immdiately
andatany time; he says.

After Lozman's floating home,
which had been docked st the
north end of the marina commi
iy, emerged selatvely anacathed,
he quickly began looking for anoth-
er place to anchor. In 2006, he had
his home towed 70 miles north to
Riviera Beach and rented a slip ata

t©
cause a planned, $2.4-billion marina
redevelopment project soon would
displace them. Lozman sucd K
fera Beach to stop the project. And
that led to another dispute, which
eventually wound up before the U.
Supreme Court,

2005, afer Gilng o

man in state court, Riviera Beach
went to federal court, :cckmg:\ lien
for about $3000 in dockage fees

across water, it was a vessel under
US. maritime law. A federal judge
in Fort Lauderdale agreed, and the
home was seized, sold at auction
and destroyed by Riviera Beach,
which cast the winningbid.

Lozman countered that his home
was similar t0 an ordinary land-
based house and should have been
protected from seizure under state
Iaw: The home consisted of a 60-by-
12-foot plywood structure built o

floating platform — with
or steering — and could move only
under tow.

Lozman's appeal caught the Su.
preme Courts cye. And in carly
2013, it handed him a victory. Jus-
tice Stephen Breyer wrote in the
seoy optdo hat becmse Lz
‘man could not “casily escape liabil
Tt alig s Pt
faced no “special sea dangers;” his
home was not a vessel and not sub-
joct to seizure under maritime law.

sill secking compen-
fera Beach for his

Aforthe Supreme Court's ruling,
Kerri Barsh, a Greenberg Traurigar.
torney who helped argue Lozman's
case on appeal, contacted Nether-

After Riviera Beach offcials
had his first floating home
destroyed, Fane Lozman
moved into another one he
bought from a friend.

102 WARCH 2015 FLORIDATREND.con

vate islands that are attached to the
lake bottom with telescopic piles to
guarantee stabiliy.
Each island would cost an esti-
mated $15 million and include a
. home, infinity pool,
sandy beach and boat dockage, plus
access to a 30th “amenity” island
with clubhouse. The target market
is celebrities and wealthy foreigners
who wantboth privacy and proxim-
ity to downtown Miami, says Frank
Behrens, 1 Miami-based executive
vice president at Dutch Docklands.
nn)mg o o island is a

<]

Dutch Docklands
says it uses
apatented

tomove up and

platform is laid
over water and
anchored to
the lake bottom
with telescopic
mooring piles.

ing is a way to realize that dream. the city marina has 35

fancy restaurant”

Historically, floating homes have
not been widely embraced in Flor-
ida. A case in point is Key West's
Houscboat Row, whichstartedin the
19505 as a playground for the rich,
but in the 19705 deteriorated into
floating shacks and live-aboards.
In the 19905, then-Mayor Den-
nis Wardlow repeatedly criticized
Houscboat Row as an cyesore and
environmental hazard. And by 2002,

Docklands il have to change per-
ceptions. The company promotes

ery . and yet it
drcam a ot of people aspie (o he
says. “Basically, what we're offer-

Founded 10 years ago,
Netherlands-based Dutch
Docklands has builta
variety of floating structures
in Holland, including

a floating prison and
conference center.Itis
working with the Maldives
government to build a
floating golf course and
about 40 private islands in
the Indian Ocean.

Floating golf course

been
evicted and moved to a city-owned

‘marina at Garrison Bight. Because of how they're anchored,

Floating conference center
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the floating homes move verdially
withthe ide bu ot orizonaly,
enabling them to adpt o log:
o e
e e
hopes to begin construction
next year at Maule Lake, a former

Historically,
floating homes.
have not
been widely
embraced

in Florida
Key West's
Houseboat

playground
for the rich,
deteriorated

into floating
shacks and
live-aboards
by the 1970s.

developer comes and say
we're going to build private ande

hopmg to build
a floating-home
development

on 29 acres of
submerged land
he bought on the

on this lake; Td be upset, too?” he
says. “But if you live in a $200,000
condo, and you get a S15-million
private island on the lake in front
of you, where a celebrity lives, you
can imagine that the value of your
real estate will go up”
Even if all lanned for
Duch Docklands, its unlely «
ek couaeat iojses gt
Florda, Maule Lake presents -
pretty unique set of circumstanc-

s b south @ iccommodae

blocking bots — “and there’s very
few bodies of water where the sub-
merged land is privately owned;
says the Bilzin Sumberg attorney.

Meanwhile, Lozman has bought
20 acres of submerged land on
the western shore of Singer Ts-
land in Palm Beach County. He
says he's talking with developers
about building his own floating
b commonle:

coukd e mase 30 foaing

R
It would esentilly duplcate (hc
North Bay Village community
was destroyed in Wilma” &
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