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FOR A CHANGING

Watervilla

“IJburg”

Afloating home in Amsterdam takes advantage of the
water-based site, easily adapting to fluctuations in

water levels.

" igni based

The people of long the
North Sea coast have been working to fight back
the rising and falling of the tides with dykes and
umpsforthousands ofyears. st s e
rises back the tides

tures for more than a decade and has over a
hundred floating homes under their belt. These
wate arhitetsenvision 3 future in which

d out onto the water

will become even more ;hnllcngmg So rather
than fighting the water, why not adapt and learn
with it2 Floating horfes provide a surpris-
ingly simple alternative to living on land, an
denscly populated Amsterdam, sometimes the

water is the only available place to build. Tech-
nology and experience have improved consider-
ably in recent years, making the construction or

asa way to cope with the changing climate and
to provide more housing for our ever-growing.
population. One of their more recent floating,
homes is the Watervilla “IJburg” on the castern
outskirts of Amsterdam. The clients wanted to be
able to travel into the city via the waterways, so
living on the water made a lot of sense for them.

sturdy,
living on the water is not very different romii.
ing on the land.

Dutch architecture firm Waterstudio.NL has

Watervia Uburg' s e ond of a ong pee.

home with a square concrete foundation designed
so that only the lower porcion of the lowest level
Regardiess of whether the warer
ises or falls, the home will float at the same level
and remain stable. The house was constructed

in Lelystad. forty miles from Amsterd:
seven-month period
was towed over the water to I]burg.

is underwater

m, over a
and when it was finished, it

The home’s sceel superstructure is covered with
white stucco, wood, and floor-to-ceiling glass
on three sides. Located at the end of a long pier,

remain buoyant just like a ship
ora boat—the weight of the house pushing down
on the water is equal to the weight of the water
displaced. As long as that balance is maintained,
it will float. Watervilla “IJburg” is a three-story

215

the home is cornered by other waterv
afford the clients privacy from their neighbors
and views of the water beyond, the side fac-
ing the other watervillas is solid white stucco
with no windows. T features an inscription that
reads cum grege non gradior . ., which roughly
translates to I do not walk with the flock.” The
inscription is both the name of the floating house,
just like a boat that has been christened, and a
reference to the clients’ desire for a somewhat
unconventional lifestyle on the water

Tnside, the lowest floor, which is partially below
the water level, holds three bedrooms and a
bathroom. The ground floor is accessed directly
from the pier and contains a bathroom, storage
space, and an open-plan living and kitchen arca
with large sliding glass doors that lead to an
attachable deck. A neatly designed cabinet stores
the television and other items out of sight. The
ceiling is covered in the same wood as that used
on the exterior to carry the concept through from
the outside to the inside. Two sets of stairs along
the back wall access the bedrooms below and the
work area and open-air deck above.

floating buildings are flood-proof. As long as
the structures are located in a shelrered locaion,
floodweaters will not cause damage, regard

the tides or sea level. As sea levels continue to
ise, floating buildings may become a necess
especially for countrics like the Maldives, which

New house construction in Amsterdar s subject

to trict cnergy-fficiency regulations,sothis iy be completely submerged in the
watervilla includes high-cfficiency insulation and  near future.
atight envelope. A closed-loop ground source
dioNL .
perature below the
Thereisalso  devels d -
asolar hot-y the roof to
fl look and feel very

from the i ca acach he wateriltogrid . much ik her land-bsed counteart, bt
sewage, water, lec d ould
e .
tuations of our oceans.

Floating homes are exceptionally versatile and
are likely to play a much larger role in m.y
ing in the future years. As cites bec
more crovded nd dens, development may
have no choice but to expand onto the open
water. Floating buildings are not permanendy
fixed and can be relocated, which increases
their longevity. Should conditions change in one
location, the homes can be towed by

someplace safer or mare desirable. Additionally,
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