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Koen OLTHUIS: Dutch archilect,
founder of the Waterstudio.l,
focusing on the floafing structures

fo pave the way in designing for a
fulure water world, and was chosen
zine st of 2007
most infuentiol people in the world.
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1 have  sens that cimate change il lead to more emphasis on the
‘ecological functions oflandscape, which pobably fends 10 an ea of the scologicl
valoa overweightng the sesthtc vale?

Koen OLTHUIS: Yes, because of cimate change our generaion - the Clmate Change
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of new concepts and more sustinabl solutons.
“The curent geneaton o architects lso belongs o the ‘cmate change generaton:

tomorrow. Sustainable ciies: What do they loo Ike? How do we keep them dry?
et
10.2dapt to del withthe tream of new inhabtarts? How can the tandard of g

BRI

be mantained or inproved? centuris o urban
esign, ith s accompanying urban scars and cltural egacy?

LAC: Could yau imagine 3 view of how the uban develogments cops wih extreme
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in vitually al of the words major cite, and is hardly ever used. Technological
innovation, such as floaing buldings, bulding plot, or isands, open up a vast
potental of new urba locatons to develop

Why you choose fostng buidings s you focus?
Koen OLTHULS: The focus it on the singl floaing buldings, but this is the anly

socal and techaical problems. It s ok nly about housing, but aso about green,
oacs, puble functons etc. You can make th city more Iable. It wil even be 3

it

LAC: As we know,the wate envionment s relatively complx and volatie, how the

safegquard o ensure he securty of foatig bukdings’

Koan OLTHUIS: We work togeher with large engneering companis. We ahvays start
a fngeprint analysis of the area. W check things ke wave ampitude,

focing the appropriate scutons for each partcular uaton.

1f men can make of pltfoms tabe i the midde of the ocean, you can make all

The bigger the platform, the more stable i . For smaler platforms we can use.

LAC: How to maintain and improve the Iving evel of the residents i the water
aweling
Koo OLTHU:Tou hvet ok s it the ol e and sy et

with 2 b3 foundation and the houses that (at the moment) do nck have that much
cofort bt do have gond floatiog foundatons. n the end, a foaing house can be.

foundation, onethat loas,
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Koen OLTHUIS: When there i litle sea evelrise, about 3%-5% of the future
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The 21st Century on Water in Four Steps
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