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Built of floating modules of concrete and
foam, it will be cooled by scawater pumped
through the roof, walls and floors.
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Designs for Life

AS THE NUMBER OF EUROPEAN MUSLIMS
grows—from 12 million a decade ago to
20 million today—so does the need for

the number of mosques in the country

Sakirin Mosque
LOcATION: Istanbul, Turkey
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But some Cologne residents disagre
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dominated by the city’s famous Gothic
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Floating Mosque

LocATION: Dubal, U.AE

ARCHITECT: Waterstudio NL
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Backin Euro up of young Dutch
architectsledby Ergan Erkoguwanted their
concept for the Polder Mosque to achievea

similar level of cool. Riffing on the Dutch
dea of seeking consensus, their design
features not minarets but windmills. In
side, they planned space fora hammam (or
bathhouse)andarow of shops. The mosque
s never meant to exist but to generate
cussion. Mission accomplished: elders
havesniffed that it isn't traditional enough
and Dutch-born Muslims eager to see the
mosque’s role expand beyond prayer have
applaudedit.
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