S The Survivors
Will Prosper

TIME April 13,

Assyafaah Mosque

LocATION: Singay

ARCHITECT: Forum Architects

(Previous page) The eck, open design

isintendedto make both Malay and.
hinese Misi

Snip and Share:
How Firms Can
Save Your Job

Floating Mosque
A

Duc o be completed in

11, the mosque

Islamic Forum
LoCATION: Penzberg, Germany

mfortable asthey pray

BY CARLA POWER

THE WHOLE WORLD IS A MOSQUE, THE
Prophet Muhammad once said With pi
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ebrated in a different way in
fosque currently under con
oif the coast of Dubai. Designed
by Dutch firm Waterstudio.NL, the
ingbuilding, which isduc tobe finished by
2011, resembles a futuristic submarine ris
ing from the Persian Gulfwith minarctsso
shortandslender they could be periscopes.
Built of floating modules of concrete and
foam, it will be cooled by scawater pumped
through the roof, walls and floors.
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developed their own ideas of what made
abuilding a mosque. But that innovative
spirit has slowed in recent decades, leav.
ing most Isamic skylines dominated by
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intent, “Islam wants to proclaim itse]
says Hasan-Uddin Khan, an architecture
professor at Roger Williams University
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are updating the mosque for the 215t cen
tury, sparking not just a hugely creative
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Designs for Life

AS THE NUMBER OF EUROPEAN MUSLIMS
grows—from 12 million a decade ago to
20 million today—so does the need for
mosques. A 2007 report by the Italian De.
partment for Security Information found
the number of mosques in the country

The designers behind the best of the

mosquestake the oppasite view: they may

be maling satements but ey are aso
het

Sakirin Mosque
LOCATION: Istanbul, Turkey
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.truggk‘ to marry tradition with moder
nityandtoset down ootsinthe West. The
most daring buildings are dreamt up by
second: and third-generation Muslim im
migrants, who have the confidence and
cash 1o build stone-and glass symbols of
Islamis growingstrength in places like i

Yope.Simplyimporting traditional mosque
architecture “doesn't express loyalty to
your current surroundings,” says Zulfigar
Husain, honorarysecretary ofan innova-
tive osque in Manchester, Eng
e S et
beseparate from thesociety you ive n.”

pet
posted on Bitish Prime Minisic Gordon
Brown'website calling or the government
toscrapplanstobuildam
18.cre (7 ha) plot near the
2012 Olympics drew over 275,000 signa
members of Italy’s

for a mosque in Padua by parading on it
with a pig, an animal deemed unclean by
Muslims. A 2004 Dutch opinion poll found
thatmosques, which in the 19g0s had been

lauded as *enrichments to the urban land
scape,” were now derided as “unimagina
tive,” “ugly” and “cheap imitations.”

One aspect of mosque design provokes
moreangerthan most: the minaret. Across
Europe, minarets on city skylines have
become a political issue. In the Nether
lands, Filip Dewnter, a leader of the right
ing Viams Belang party decried e
Rotterdam mosque becau:
were higher than the lighs of the dty’s
soccer stadium. *These kinds of symbols
have to stop;” he told Radio Netherlands
Worldwide. In 2007, Germany's Chancel

r Angela Merkel warned that minarets
ouldn't be “ostentatiously higher than
church steeples”
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this building should show its intent, and
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“The Muslims of

last 40 or 50 years, been
ments and (sbandoned] manufacturing

prayer,
punched out of teel plaes. It doesn't call
for prayer five times a day, but 24 hours a
day; “Withoutdi
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ognized that they are part of society.
Givingthemabuilding which brings them

essuchassouthern Bavaria. In the town of
Penzberg, the Islamic Forum, built in 2005,
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Shaping the Skyline
BUT MOSQUES, AND THEIR NEIGHBORS,

ousandingBavarinarchilctur. Asi
ple block of glass and pearly stone, the Fo.
rum beckons Muslims and non-Muslims
alike to enter through two doors built to
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an openness that will one day silence the
critics. His plan for the complex, due to be
completed in 2010, calls for a piazza with
designed to draw
non-Muslims to thesite. The local Muslim
lders hope hat, nce here, visitors will
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aren't al Particularly in Eu
rope, mosques have become the architec
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ums presence and thus sites for tension
between Muslims and non-Muslim tradi

But

can help us understand and accept them.
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I've included little details—like allowing
men and women to come through the
same doors—that allow for evolution. Its
a process that'l take time, just as in the
Catholic Church. My father could remem.
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Floating Mosque

LocATION: Dubal, U.AE

ARCHITECT: Waterstudio NL

Due o be completed in 2011, the mosque
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Respect Tradition, Embrace Today
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This concept boasts windrills,shops,
a basketballcourt and a bathhouse,

how much

enjoped
Muslims alike

portant parts of the building. Traditional
mosques tend to keep women hidden by
wallsor curtains. In newer, more progres
sive buildings. prayer areas for men and
womenoften remain separate—but equal,
After much debate, the Cologne mosque
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Backin Euro upolyoumg Duteh
architecsledby Bt Etkoguwantedthes
concept for the Polder Mosque to achievea

ilar level of cool. Riffing on the Dutch
idea of seeking consensus, their design
features not minarets but windmills. In
side, they planned space fora hammam (or
b

scussion. Mission accomplished:
havesniffed that it isn't traditional enough
and Dutch-born Muslims eager to see the
mosque’s role expand beyond prayer have
applaudedit.

The design also earned Erkogu a com:
mission for the An-Nas Mosque in Rotter
dam, whereagain heistweaking tradition.
AnNasr'sminaret will be glass—transpar
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the ones demanding, and often getting,
that kind of space.” Architectural histo-
tian Khan estimates that until recntly

skyline. The call o prayer will be broadcast
in lights, pulsating to the rhythm of the
muczzin's voice. Once the mosque is built,
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the call to prayer beamed across the sky.
Muslims will be able to look up and, no
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