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PLUTAJUCE KUCE
FLOATING HOUSES

U DOMU KOD
DIANE VON FUSTENBERG
AT HOME WITH
DIANE VON FUSTENBERG

ZELENA SVJEZINA
GREEN FRESHNESS

NAJBOLJI IZBOR NEKRETNINA
THE BEST REAL ESTATE OFFER

Plutajuce kuce -
originalna i ekoloski osvijestena
buducnost stanovanja

Jeste li ikad pomislili kako bi bilo imati ku¢u na vodi? Kakav bi osjecaj bio da vam je mjesto
stalnog stanovan]a pluta]uca kuca te da je, kad vam dosadi okohs i pogled s prozora, samo
odvezete i na neko i m)est07 i i arhitekti su, za one koji zele
Zivjeti na originalan i ekoloski prihvatljiv nacin, dizajnirali suvremene kuce na vodi, takozvane
plutajuce kuce
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Neke plutajuée kuce imaju Eak i viastite vriove /
Some floating houses even have their own gardens

oideje kuéa na vodi dodli su nizozemski arhiteki
2bog izrczitog zanimanja fudi za ovaj altemativ-
ni nagin stanovanja, a takoder i zbog pofrebe
uzrokovane samim polozajem Nizozemske, koja
je. kao 3o joj i samo ime kaZe, dijelom smjestena ispod
vodene poviiine te ima brojne mime vodene rukavce
Koji kao da su stvoreni za Zivof na vodi. Uskoro je ovaj or-
ginolan i ekoloski nacin stanovanja postao hif dijem svi
eta.
Stofecima se Nizozemska, @ i mnoga podrucia u svietu,
bore profiv poplava i podizanja razine morske povisine.
Koo posecica globalnog zatoplerya, et mora se u
20, stoljeéu povisia za 20 ¢ a predvida se da
¢e se o kiajo 21. stofeca de iodatnih 60 centi-
mefara. Zato su se nizozemske graditeliske tvrtke dosjefile
kako na vifleme reagirati na globalni porast vodene po-
viine, te dizajnirale prikiadne, a ipak savrseno udobne,
lagane i definitivno nekonvencionaine - kuce na vodi

Najvie kuéa na vodi u Nizozemskoj

Nizozemska je poznata po fome Y vl ) s
stanovnika Zivi U kuéama na vod ek T inju no-
vih kuéa tamo vise jednostavno nema. a, prema nekim
procjenama, u iducih dvadesetak godina nedostajof ée
oko pola mifjuna novih stanova, koji se danas vise ne-
maju gdje gradii. Gradene od drvai aluminia, ove kuce
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a medusobro su povezane pontonskim mostovima fe

FLOATING
Original and

HOUSES -
Ecologically
Conscious Residential Future

Have you ever thought about having a house on water? How would you feel about
having a floating house as your place of residence, which would enable you to sim-
ply untie the ropes and move it to a more interesting location once you get bored
with your surrounding and the view from your window? Dutch architects designed
contemporary houses on water, the so-called floating houses, for those who want to
live in original and ecologically acceptable manner

Written by: Danijela Mandusic

ulch orchitects came up with the idea of
building houses on water due to people’s in-
tense interest for this altemative way of living,
as well as due fo the geographical position of
Holland, which is located under the water surface and
has numerous water channels that are tailor-made for
fiving on water. This original and ecological way of iving
s00n became a hit around the world.
Holland and many ofher areas around the world have
fought against floods and ever-rising water surface for
many centuries. Global waming caused the level of
waterfo ise 20 centimetres during the 20th century. and
itis predicted that it wil rise another 60 cenfimetres until
the end of the 215t century. That's why Dutch construc-
tion compaies didn't waste any fime in trying to come
20

pontoon bridges, which enables them fo be located up
10100 metres from the land. As far the level of inferest for
this alternative way of living goes. fefs s rashlon hat
Dutch company Oom

pil. @ pioneer in the business of dcs\gmng floating hous:
es,is cumently building five thousand of these houses.
The prices of floating houses vary between 180 and 500
thousand American doliars, depending on the size and
level of furnishing, and it must be said thaf most of them
have already been reserved,

“The people have always fought against water, but the
iving philosophy has changed and now we understand
inat the water is not our enemy, 5o we should start Using
itinstead of fighting if” - says Van der Woerd, director
of Ooms Bouwmaatschappi.

Floating Tower
Dutch architects were forced fo find the solution for
the problem of building in a country that has no more
available land, while the floods represent @ constant
threat. Projects of entire seftlements on water are al-
ready being made as we speak, and the first “floating
sefflement” should be opened by 2010 in the suburbs
of Amsterdam, courtesy of Dutch firm Water Studio. The
philosophy of this company, which exclusively specializ
esin floating objects, s offering a clean and simple de-
sign while stil adjusting to every individual client. They
also created one of the most fascinating floating build

1kompleksi aparimana mogu b plutaluci /
The apparimant complexes can aiso be floating

architecture, moder inferior design o the level of fech-
nology and extraordinary isolation. It also must be said
that Villa Helmi, just like all other houses by designer firm
Water Studio, produces ifs own energy and does noth-
ing fo hurt the environment,

Floating De:
Even some famous architects embarked on a jouney
of designing inferesting and sometimes wondrous float-
BObin e choch Ve ity ceaied
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up with a reaction for the global rise of the water sur-
face, so they ended up designing appropriate, yet per-
fectly comfortable, light and definitely unconventional
~houses on water.

The Majority of Floating Houses in Holland
Holland is probably better known for having a large
number of people living in houses on water than any
other country in the world. The country simply has no
more land 1o build new houses on, and according to
some estimations, around half million new apartments
will need to be buill over the next twenty years, but
there is nowhere else to buid. Made of wood and alu-
minium, these houses are extiremely light and adjusted
fo the water surface. They ore mutually connected by

ings in the world - the magnificent floating tower ha
features 25 floors and is immersed info water by only six
metres, which is enabled by extremely light construc
tion materiols ~ aluminium and glass. Besides the fact
that it floats, this fower also rotates itself for one degree
every minute -~ fruly majestic!
However, floafing houses are not considered frendy
only in Holland, as the inferest for this type of construc-
fion exists in the entire world. It is known that there are
many floating objects in Dubai, while local American
authorifies also visited Holland 1o gain some information
regarding building real estates on waterin the aftermath
of huricane Katrina:
Besides the USA, which already features entie water
seftiements in marinas like the one in Seattle. fhese typ
of seffiements are also fairy common in Canada due to
their numerous lakes. German company Floating Homes
from Hamburg won numerous design award
innovative, comfortable and visually stunning floating
houses, which were designed by architect Forster Tra:
bitzsch. The prices of these houses range from several
dozens thousands of euros fo groundbreaking milion
figures, as those luxurious floating villos have the size and
level of comfort that are no different from the houses
built on land
The perfect example s the luxurious floating Villa Hel
mi, created by archilects Kar Rétolainen ond Tim Ura
which simply screams luxury in every detail, wheth:
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“Atthe moment, we are coming up with systems of large
dams that would completely profect such floating Cit-
ies from the sea currents, which would make life on the
middle of the ocean very pleasant” - Schoute says, and
he also feels that people will start buiding these ocean
platforms by 2020, while complete cifies will exist and
perfectly function by 2050. The world of the future will
ruly look significantly different.

Belgian Architect's Vision for the Future -
ient Floating Cities

Fifeest b ol Hits hols il istitacs wels wis
designed for one person, and it includes a bedroom,
bathroom and ferace with options of griling and sun-
bathing despite its small dimensions. Who wouldn't want
o spend the summer floafing around the river in their
small home just enjoying the environment?

Dutch professor fiits Schoute paid even more aftention
o details when dealing with the idea of iving on water.
He is working on designing large platforms that would
enable entire floating settlements in the midde of the
ocean, protected from the waves and sea curents.
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energy than it spends thanks fo a convenient combi
nation of energetic efiiciency: besides wind energy. it
would also use solar, thermal, osmofic and photovoltaic
energy. In that way. Liypad would produce oxygen
and recycle carbon dioxide. According fo GIEC, which
is an infergovernmental group on the evolution of the
climate, the level of the sea couldise from 200 90 cen.
fimetres during the course of this century. Experts predict
that fhe rise of the average femperature for only one de-
gree Celsius willlead 10 fhe sea level rsing for one mefre.
In countries fike Vietnam, Egypt, Bangladesh, Guyana
or Bahamas, that could mean devastating floods in the
most inhabited coastal areas, while all ferfile soil would
be destroyed by seawater that tears local eco-systems
apart. In ofher words, over 50 million people would have
severe existentiol problems, and this Belgion architect
offers a quality solution to fhat gigantic problem.

The Safety Aspect of Living on Water

Although the very idea of living on the water surface
is fairly unconventional, there are no compromises
when it comes to the safety of residents in these float

Another expert dedicated his work to finding a solution
for iving in the future. Belgian architect Vincent Calle
baut came up with his Liypad project - self-sufficient
floating cities that would provide sanctuary in the wake
of the rising sea and future ciimate changes. Inspired by
the bio-mimicry of the Amazonian fly, Callebaut envi
sioned Lilypad as a large ecopolis that floats the world
seas and offers solution for ecological problems caused
by global warming: climate changes that result in af-
fected biodiversity, lack of fresh wafer and energy. Cal-
lebaut's floating city of the future would produce more

ing homes. These houses have perfect protection from
the wind and sea currents, as well as adequate thermal
isolation. They are located on pontoons that can stand
any temperature of water or air, from the hot Dubai fo
the freezing Scandinavia, which is dominated by beloy
zero temperatures during the winter period. The inferiors
of these technically and

equipped in contemporary manner, which means fhat
ther level of comfort in no way differs from standard
houses. All these aspects ensure that floating homes
residents can enjoy fheir original floafing houses without
asingle concern.

This type of residence has the advantage of providing
true casualness and ffe in firm contact with nature. In
foday's world of accelerated rhythm, @ modem man in
creasingly craves for arelaxed way of life away from the
city noise and polluted urban centres. As a result, the
level of inferest for these houses on water keeps getling
bigger year affer year. Who knows, we just might start
seeing small ecological houses on our coast, fivers and
lokes, cx e resars v ffe of perfect symbioss
with natu

%



