PESIGN'FOR LIFE

{ L/) o s -

THE WATER ISSUE

BUBBLE WRAP

PHILIP DREW ON BERJING'S
OLYMPIC AQUATIC C"I NTRE

QINGYUN MA
ON CHINA & THE FUTURE

MILAN 2008

THE BLUE PAGES
WATER INNOVATIONS
FOR SUSTAINABILITY

WATERFRONT REVIVAL
WAITANGI PARK, WELLINGTON

BERLIN'S RIVER POOL
SCULPTURE UNDER THE SEA

EAMES’ UNBUILT AQUARIUM

Sink or
swim

Man-made accretions slide with the tide.

covering 70 intensification of the calm and weight of water in

Comprising 7o per cent of our bod
surface, and providing more  his epic Awaiji Island Water Temple is another
of wal

th

per cent of our car
than 5o per cent of the world's ‘renewable” energy, Parallel runs our history
slation: water pouring through aquaducts,

water Is also the ultimate adaptor: evaporating,
Iting, flowing  powering through windmills, pissing out of
ate Villa d'Este cupids and gargoyles, gushing

notional power over locks, pounding at levees and directed with

allising, icing, me

condensing, cry:

o it vironment.

and flling, accordin;
The beauty of

vater, and its
orce, is celebrated throughout  intense precision to cut steel and glass.

latent energ
architecture, from the rainwater-pooled Roman To date, some of the r
atriums and trickling water gardens of the  have proven less than perfect in practical terms.
Taj Mahal, to feng shui- But, climes they are a changin resources are
rtificial English lakes, and  diminishing, and a house can no longer be ju
reflecting ponds worldwide, With fast-spreading biofuel plantations
Fallingwater, Frank Lloyd Wright's built jostlingwith foodcropsand people for space, what is
homage to the Bear Run waterfall, is one more  the appropriate built response for such epic change,
masterful  and how and where do we build our houses?

Wt poetic odes to water

Alhambra and the

directed strear

recent icon to water. Tadao Anc

ng s

bank over

N "= il
| | 1
- i il
The concept of the floating house is nothing - =
but the genre just got a whole lot sexier with a - . —
raft of new technologies and forms. Koen Olthuis, E—— —
a pioneer of modern floating structures, hails from o=
waterlogged Holland, His firm Waterstudio.NL is - 3
dedicated to designing water-interactive houses
using five main concepts E
« lifted - a dwelli far above the highest
water level strong floating settlement for a soon-to-be flooded
+ waterproof ~ resistant to the presence of water polder. Fishing for answers, | grilled by email:

(For example a garage with elevared services, built Koen, is it a houseboat?
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sealed - dwellings isolated with watertight doors  unit on top. A water house is a house
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Exciting for divers!™

What's on the drawing board?
"We are preparing a dynamic develoy
buildin

s can be moved during span.

Normally a building will be demolished when its
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